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July 17,2001

The Honorable John Dingell

House Energy & Commerce Commirtee
2322 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515

Dear Representative Dingell:

As Congress continues to move toward passage of a Patients’ Bill of Rights, the
American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons (AAQS) and its 18,000 board-certified

physicians would like to reiterate our strong support for meaningful patient protection
legislation.

For the past year, we have been committed to workmg in a bipartisan fashion to develop
legislation that would address our concems. We appreciate your leadership on this issue
and your efforts to make sure that a patient protection bill remains a priority for this
Congress. And, we especially want to thank your staff, in particular, Bridgett Taylor, for
her willingness to work with us and address our concems. The AAOS has always
encouraged the inclusion of important patient protections in any legislation. To that end,
we are supportive of the provisions contained in H.R. 526, the "Bipartisan Patient
Protection Act of 2001," to the extent it does embody our principles.

During the debate over patient protections, the AAOS has not wavered from its support
of legislation that contains the following principles: access to a full range of medically
necessary specialty care in-network; the ability to seek treatment out-of-network for a
non-cost-prohibitive copayment; comprehensive information provided to all enrollees and
prospective enrollees that allow them to make an informed choice about plan coverage; a
ban on “gag clauses” which prohibit physicians from discussing treatment options with
patients; and health care plan accountability through binding, expedited, independent
external appeals mechanisms that permit review of coverage decision-making.

The “Bipartisan Patient Protection Act of 2001 contains true protections for our patients.
We urge Congress to reach an agreement during this Congressional period, and hope that
a vote can come to the floor this session.

Thank you for your continued support of this issue,

Sincerely,
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William W. Tipton, Jr., MD
Executive Vice President, AAOS




